
MARK R. MILLS 

Mark is president of Mills Strategic Communications, Inc. and 
is also a public speaker on business-focused civic and public 
engagement and political trends that impact the business 
community.  

Mark's leadership and persuasion systems have been refined 
from years in the fires of political and public engagement as 
a former long-time communications director and spokesperson 
to a United States Senator (retired) and message strategist for 
numerous political and public affairs campaigns, as well as a 
business public relations consultant. 
  
PUBLIC LEADERSHIP 

With an idea that began on the back of a lunchtime napkin, 
Mark worked with business leaders in Orlando to develop and 
deliver a nonpartisan business-focused public leadership and 
advocacy program that has expanded into diverse markets - 
including San Diego, Virginia and Florida cities - training over 
700 competitively-selected business professionals.   
Graduates have gone on to serve in elected and appointed office 
and advocate for business issues.    

Citing the effort in Florida, FloridaTrend business magazine 
named Mark and the program’s co-founder as a Business 
Newsmaker of the Year in 2011.  

CIVIC LEADERSHIP  

To pass along the rich legacy of business engagement in civic 
and social concerns, business leaders in Belize contracted with 
Mark to develop and deliver a civic leadership program for 
emerging entrepreneurs.  The six-month program exceeded 
benchmarks for success and drew more women business leaders 
than men.  
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Highlights  
"We couldn’t have launched (the San Diego 
Public Leadership Institute) without your 
experience, passion and commitment. Thank 
you for helping San Diego’s business 
community step up its game." San Diego 
business leader  

“Mark’s three-step system has given me 
the confidence to serve as the voice of 
our new messaging strategy. I can’t 
recommend this training enough.” Executive 
Director, national trade association  Learn 
more 

Counsels organizations and business 
leaders on message strategies, including 
public speaking, media and presentation 
training;  

Directed, developed and administered local 
nonpartisan public leadership development 
programs in diverse large and small markets 
to guide leaders on how to transition from 
private life to public service;  

Worked with business leaders in Belize to 
develop and facilitate a business leadership 
program that focused on civic engagement;  

Communications director and 
spokesperson for U.S. Senator Connie Mack 
of Florida (retired) for eight years and briefly 
staff director of the U.S. Senate Republican 
Conference during the impeachment trial of 
President Clinton.  

Served in management, messaging and 
media relations roles on numerous political 

Mark R. Mills has spent a career successfully working with leaders in business, 
politics, public affairs and nonprofits to expand their impact, influence and voice in the 
public arena.  
  
Mark has partnered with business leaders and organizations in diverse large and small 
U.S. cities and a developing nation to create and teach active-learning leadership 
programs and seminars on civic engagement, public leadership and public persuasion.  
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PUBLIC PERSUASION 

Mills has extensive communications and message experience for clients in business, public affairs 
and politics.    

He conducts executive communications seminars and coaches leaders on public speaking, media 
interviews, presentations and messaging strategies, using interactive and role-playing exercises that 
feature his 3-keys concept for telling stories of impact and influence.  

MESSAGING STRATEGIES 

Mark has served as a strategist and spokesperson on numerous political and public affairs 
campaigns.  He was a message strategist for a successful referendum campaign in Florida that saved 
taxpayers $25 billion. 

He used a unique “thin-slicing” and locally-targeted advertising strategy that helped win 64% of the 
vote despite predictions from pundits that the effort would fail.  

BACKGROUND 

Mark is a frequent political analyst in the media, including serving as analyst on a news special in 
2016 on FOX35 Orlando that was nominated for a regional Emmy.  

Prior to launching his firm, Mark served as deputy staff director and then briefly staff director of the 
number-three ranking U.S. Senate Republican leadership office - the Republican Conference - over 
several months in 1998 and 1999, under (retired) U.S. Senator Connie Mack of Florida and during 
the Senate impeachment trial of President Clinton.  

Mark was communications director to Senator Mack throughout much of the Senator’s tenure (1989, 
1990-1997), guiding press strategy and serving as spokesperson. He served in those same roles 
during Mack’s first Senate campaign in 1988.  

The newspaper Roll Call in the late 1990s twice named Mark to its list of the 50 most influential 
Capitol Hill staff members.  

Mark’s career in politics, business public relations and media relations began in Ohio, working as a 
media aide in the State Senate, for public relations firms in Columbus and Pittsburgh and on 
numerous campaigns, including runs for governor and U.S. Senator.  

He began his career as a broadcast journalist in Ohio, winning an award for his reporting on a 
widespread pyramid-money scheme.  

He received a bachelor’s degree from Ohio University and a master’s from Asbury Theological 
Seminary/ Florida (2005) (a period of political detox), where he served in 2007 as an adjunct 
instructor of Church in Society, during a faculty transition.  
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He and his wife Virgi live in the Space Coast area near Orlando — close to great redfishing flats - 
and have two grown sons, a daughter-in-law and granddoggy.  

10151 University Blvd. #365 Orlando, FL 32817 mark@markrmills.com 407-617-7284 LinkedIn 

mailto:mark@markrmills.com

